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with the most exploited, backward, and poorly paid
proletariat anywhere in Europe, tempted by allur-
ing promises and prospects of immediately becom-
ing the owners of their factories and the ruling class
of the country; with the provisional government of
Kerensky wavering and, regardless of his best in-
tentions, unable and unfit to cope with the situation,
it was really comparatively an easy matter for
Lenin and his disciples to step in, overthrow that
shaky, weak and tottering regime, and take over the
government.

Lenin considered the enemies of communism to
be not only the capitalists whom they were destroy-
ing, but also other groups of socialists who differed
from the Bolsheviks, even though that difference
was only in their conception of the methods neces-
sary to achieving the same end. The thing which
distinguished the Bolsheviks from all other groups
was their insistence upon complete and immediate
discarding of the old order and the immediate in-
auguration of a pure communist program by force.
Their policy was thus known as military commun-
ism.

Lenin's belief, not only in the desirability, but
also in the plausibility, of communism was based
on the theory that human behayior is entirely